410-665-0601
ADVANTA GE AdvantageLawnAndLandscaping.com
Grass Cutting « Spring/Fall Clean Up « Mulching
A N Hardscaping  Lighting * Other services offered
We could be your “one call does it all” company for your lawn!
Mention this ad and get a discount of 20%

LAND S C APING Restrictions apply, may not be combined with other offers

Expires 12/31/2026

OVERLEA

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
Quarterly Newsletter - Winter 2026

The Overlea Community Association creates neighborhood awareness, community building and works to preserve Overlea’s charm

by promoting and cultivating this thriving, growing and diverse neighborhood so others will come to live and call Overlea home.
Tina
Gale State Senator - 8th District www.OverleaRocks.org ¢ Follow on Facebook too!
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G708 Belair Road
BANK Baltimore, MD 21206

Come to the 13th Annual Overlea Community

HOLIDAY TREE
LIGHTING

Saturday, December 12, 2026 - 7 PM

Overlea Fullerton Community Center - 7209 Belair Road

Carl

JACKSON

tgale@rosedale.bank
OFFICE 410.568.112%

NMLS ID 1637773

Santa and Mrs. Claus are Coming!
’ On the Rosedale Volunteer Fire Company

Office: 410-841-3620 Truck with gifts for children.
MICHAEL ERTEL , /4 ‘ :
. Carl.jackson@senate.maryland.gov Special Performances By:
Ciguman Josie Baltimore
> ; . o The C :
Baltimore County Council 102 James Senate Office Building he Coal Miners

Old Court House, Second Floor
400 Washington Avenue
Towson, Maryland 21204

Activities:

Children's Craft Table provided by

Holt Park Center for the Arts

Fire Pit with Boy Scout Troop 419

Free hot chocolate, cookies, and eggnog!

11 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Overlea History

mertel@baltimorecountymd.gov In 1858, Margaret Fuller, a widow, brought her six children

410.887.3388
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. l We teach financial literacy and take Financial Field Trips Played Signiﬁcant roles in the business and Community
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S&P Memory Game o .
built on land purchased from the Lassahn family.
** Free Estimates on All Electrical Work ** @ @ @

Food Drive:

Please bring in-date canned and

dry food goods, which will be donated
to the local food pantry for our
neighbors in need this holiday season.

Casper G. Sippel, Inc.

Since 1923 /

Sponsored By:
Overlea was rural, made up mainly of farmland. Real estate men T IR (e
recognized that the high-lying farmland would make excellent
home sites and persuaded the United Railways to extend the

Belair Road carline. Belair Road was unpaved in 1902, and
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Rosedale Volunteer Fire Co.
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Overlea Community President’s Message

Dear Overlea Neighbors,

Autumn is upon us, and with it comes an invitation: please
join us for our Community Association Meeting on Monday,
October 13th.

We’re pleased to welcome Johnathan Smeltzer of Baltimore
County Workforce Development as our guest speaker. He'll
highlight programs supporting business loans, job training,
and job search assistance — valuable resources for residents
and local businesses alike.

We're also delighted to recognize Carol Stover for her
contributions to our community through Overlea ArtsFest.
Thank you, Carol, for bringing creativity and neighbors
together year after year.

The arts remain a renewed focus for our association and the
county. Look for ongoing developments in our mural project,
asphalt art, and neighborhood ID initiative — and ways you
can get involved.

Finally, our Community Tree Lighting returns on December
12th, and volunteers make it happen. If you'd like to help,
sign up at the October meeting.

Thank you for your continued support. I hope to see you on
October 13th.

With gratitude,

Martin Nibali

President, Overlea Community Association

Shop with a Purpose this Holiday Season -
Maryland Museum of Natural Sciences,
6908 Belair Road
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Natural Sc;ences !

On Sunday, November 29, the Maryland Museum of Natural
Sciences becomes a one-day-only holiday marketplace filled
with minerals, fossils, crystals, shark teeth, Beanie Babyland,
and our beloved Big Book Sale packed with great used
natural-history books.

This is budget-friendly holiday shopping that supports the
museum, strengthens community programs, and delivers
gifts that spark awe and wonder, including authentic
dinosaur poop.

Hours: MMNS Members: 9am early access

General Public: 10am-3pm

Free admission e Free parking

Come shop with purpose, discover something extraordinary,
and take home gifts you won’t find anywhere else. https:/ /
www.marylandnature.org

Overlea History Continued from page 1

The introduction of the trolley service created interest in the
location and cottages started springing up. Lange’s Farm
was the first name for the area, but the name was changed to
Overlea which means “over the meadow.” Apparently from
the elevation of the land along the 6800 and 6900 blocks of
Belair Road some residents said they could see the bay from
their attic windows on a clear day.

In 1910 Cherry Heights was the first housing development
in the county intended for African American homeowners.
Also that year, Overlea saw its first drug store open and the
Overlea Methodist Church was founded when a group of
forty people met at the mansion of Mr. and Mrs. James T.
Everett to establish a Sunday School in Overlea. In 1910, a
grocery store/ Town Hall opened on the northwest corner of
Belair Road and Overlea Avenue, which is currently the site
of the Maryland Natural History Society.

In 1913, the Women'’s Suffrage Movement stopped in Overlea
during the march from New York to Washington, DC. They
held a meeting at the Town Hall, but most residents were
not sympathetic to their cause. The suffragettes stayed in
the homes of local residents and the meeting won some
supporters. Also that year, St. Michael the Archangel Catholic
Church held its first service in the Town Hall.

In 1919, part of Overlea was annexed by the city. The bi-
section of Overlea with the city-county line made it a
community under two flags, governmentally speaking. The
resulting city-county line bisects 29 parcels of land in the
neighborhood, sometimes in curious ways.

The Overlea Improvement League worked to have Belair
Road widened to eighty feet with streetcar tracks in the
middle and to have a sewage system installed. By 1926,
Overlea had all the city conveniences- electricity, gas and
water.

Excerpts from “A (very) Concise History of Overlea” by John
Stewart. John grew up on Beech Avenue and passed in 2017.

Trick or Treating at the Overlea Farmers Market!
Bring your little ghosts and goblins trick or treating at the
last market of the season on Saturday October 24th. All the

farmers and vendors will be ready to hand out treats without
any tricks needed! 8 W. Overlea Ave. 8:30-12:30pm.

Transformative Art in Overlea

Community artist Kim King, a few neighbors and children
turned an eyesore into a treasure. The very old and damaged
phone booths were transformed into a work of art. This,
along with the recent power washing of the concrete and
brick work at the Overlea Streetcar Station by MDOT has
greatly enhanced our historical turnaround and we look
forward to even more enhancements in the future!

Hey Neighbor, Can You Spare a Few Hours?

Do you have an hour to spare four times a year to take a
newsletter delivery route? W. ElIm Ave and a few others need
a newsletter carrier. Folks love to get the newsletter delivered
to their door, but it takes volunteers to do it. To take a route
please contact Martin Nibali at 410-302-4342 if you can help.

OCA 2026-2027 MEMBERSHIP FORM
YES! | WANT TO SUPPORT MY COMMUNITY!
(July 1, 2026-June 30, 2027)

Name:

Address:

City: State:

Zip: Phone:

Email:

Please check membership type and make checks payable to:

Overlea Community Association

Q Member - $10 per person Q1 Good Neighbor $25 per person

Q Business -$50 Q Lifetime Member $500 per person

MAIL TO: Overlea Community Association, P.O. Box 18895,
Raspeburg, MD 21206. If you submitted dues by mail and it was
returned, DO NOT remail or throw out. Call or text Debi Brocht,
membership volunteer at 410-456-7747 or email brochtdebi@
gmail.com arrangements will be made to get your dues.

OR PAY ONLINE: at www.OverleaRocks.org, click on OCA
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Adbvertising in the OCA newsletter is accepted on a paid/space available basis, and
does not constitute endorsement of any person or business.

Photo by Grace Hood

My Village
By Jessica Loveless

Many Overlea families have deep roots. I can think of at
least six families that have been in Overlea for multiple
generations. I represent one of those families.

My parents bought their home in Overlea back in 1991.
They thought it would be their starter house, and 35 years
later they still call it home. It is where my five siblings and
I were raised and ran the streets. When we got married, my
husband Jason and I started off in Parkville, and after 6 years,
we had the opportunity to move back home to Overlea. And
not just back to the neighborhood, but into the home right
next door to my parents. In fact, we had a duplex with us
on the one side and my family on the other. It is where we
raised our five children - hopping back and forth over the
dividing porch wall to get to and from their grandparents.
We quickly recognized that as the kids got older and bigger,
our 1,200 square foot, three bedroom, one bathroom house
was not going to fit these growing kids much longer. We also
knew that we did not want to leave my family, the Overlea
Farmers Market, nor our neighbors who make up much of
our “village”. So when a much larger house with a much
larger yard went on the market last summer, we jumped at
the opportunity to continue raising our family only a block
and a half away from our previous home.

How does a family of seven fill their time in Overlea? Well,
I homeschool our five kids alongside other families in our
neighborhood and keep our house from falling down around
us. In my spare time, [ run the Overlea Farmers Market (3 years
now!) and organize grants for the community association.
Jason and the kids can often be found walking around our
neighborhood collecting a group of friends like the pied
piper. Our children run from yard to yard finding friends to
play soccer or football with on the church field behind our
house. Now that the older two appreciate spending money,
they have found jobs caring for dogs and mowing lawns for
our neighbors. On a market Saturday, you are sure to find
all of us bopping around the market lot, some working and
some visiting with vendors and carrying on with friends.
Familiarity is what brought us back to Overlea 11+ years ago,
but it is the people in the community that keep us here.



